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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Bible Questions 


1. Predestination. 


2..1s the Roman Catholic Church’ 
the True Church? 


3. ‘Contradictions between Rom. 
10:13 and Matt. 7:21-23. 


4. Purgatory for Sinning Chris- 
tians? 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Question I. “Since God knows the 
end from the beginning, then He 
must know in advance who will be 
saved and who will be lost. Then 
why does He allow people to be 
born who are destined to go to Hell 
when they die?” 

Answer: The Bible never speaks 
of anybody predestined to be lost. 
In Romans 8:29,30, the Scripture 
tells us that God knows ahead of 
time who will trust in Christ and 
them He predestinates to be con- 
formed to the image of His Son. 
Those He predestined, He called, 
and those He called He justified, 
and those He justified, He glorified. 
That is the process. In other words, 
God promises Himself that those 
who trust Him, He will carry right 
on through until they are glori- 
fied in Heaven, in the image of 
Jesus Christ. 

Of course you are in deép water 
when you begin to ask why God 
does certain things. Since God 
knows so much more than we do, 
we will never understand all of His 
actions until we awake in His like- 
ness. But one thing is, we May be 
sure that He loves sinners, every 
sinner in the world. He says plainly 


that “He is not willing that any 


should perish but that all should 
come to repentance” (II Peter 3: 
9). He offers salvation freely, of 
course, to every one that will come 
to Him. He said, “Whosoever will 
let him take the water of life free- 
ly” (Rev. 22:17). He said, “Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise east out (John 6:37). No hon- 
est reader of the Bible can deny 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


With the Editor 
In Public and Private 


1. Last service of Princeton tent 
revival. Sunday night, August 24, 
the tent 60x90 feet was crowded 
and many were in the park around 
it at the closing service. I suppose 
twenty-five communities were rep- 
resented. I spoke on, ‘“The Harvest 
Is Past, the Summer Is Ended, and 
We Are Not Saved” (Jeremiah 8: 
20). God wonderfully blessed, and 
thirteen people took a definite stand 
for Christ. Among them was an old 
man eighty-six years old. How 
close he came to missing God’s 
last train for Heaven! Another was 
a Catholic woman. A woman came 
to trust Christ at the invitation, 
and after the service her husband, 


a wounded veteran of the first 


World War, came in under the tent 
to tell his wife that he would trust 
Christ, too, and go with her to 
Heaven and help her live for God! 
A grandmother brought her grand- 
daughter to Christ; an old man and 
wife came as backsliders; and a 
number of other adults came. It 
was a happy and blessed outpour- 
ing of the Spirit. Soon we told the 
people good-bye, had our belong- 
ings packed in the car and came 
back to Wheaton, arriving after 
1:00 A.M., Monday morning. 

2. Souls saved through The 
Sword of the Lord, This month we 
have had word from two happy 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Annual Sword 
Banquet, Sept. 27 


Dr. H. A. lronside and other Speak- 
ers; College Church of Christ, 


Wheaton; Attendance Expected © 


From Many States 


The Sword of the Lord is an in- 
dependent voice crying out to sin- 
ners to be saved and to Christians 
to win souls. Other fine Christian 
papers and magazines are repre- 
sented at gatherings of churches 
and. colleges and denominational 
meetings or mission rallies. But the 
message of The’ Sword of the Lord 
is primarily one of soul winning, 
an evangelistic, devotional, and Bi- 
ble teaching message for the home. 
We have no backing and have nev- 
er had a public gathering in the in- 
terest of The Sword of the Lord. 
But we want to meet our friends 
and see you face to face. We want 
you to hear some of the preachers 
whose messages you have read in 
The Sword of the Lord and know 
our plans for the future. We want 
to rejoice together over souls saved 
and lives blessed. 


The Sword of the Lord will soon 
be seven years old, and we are 
planning a great anniversary ban- 
quet to celebrate the occasion. The 
time is Saturday’ evening, Septem- 
ber 27, 6:30 P.M. The place is the 
College Church of Christ, Wheaton, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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Winner s Fire 
New Book by Evangelist John R. 
Rice Just Off the Press, 128 Pages, 


On Soul Winning. Price 20c, 
6 Copies for $1.00 


Soul winning is the matter near- 
est to the heart of the editor of 
The Sword of the Lord. Here is a 
book of eight chapters, specially 
intended to arouse concern for 
sinners and give people the zeal 
and power and burden for soul-win- 
ning. The chapters are as follows: 


I. “He -That Winneth Souls Is 
Wise.”’ 
II. God’s Way in Soul ‘Winning. 
III. The Compassionate Heart. 
IV. The Soul-Winner’s Fire. 
V. Praying for Revival. 
VI. Evangelistic Preaching. 
VII. The Soul-Winner’s Feet. 
VIII. Unsaved Brothers. 


I believe that everyone who has 
heard the editor preach on soul 
winning will want a copy of this 
book. 

In the Moody Monthly for Sep- 
tember, the Bible Institute Colpor- 
tage Association advertises this 
new book as follows: 

“The author is well known to 
the evangelical reading public. 
Thousands have been blessed by his 
written ministry — his fervent 
preaching has swayed many and 
led them to a knowledge of Christ 
as Lord and Saviour. In this book, 
a valuable addition to the Moody 
Colportage Library, he pours out 
his heart against the coldness of 
this generation, the lack of concern 
of the people of God for those out- 
side of Christ. This message will 
send many to their knees in a pas- 
sionate earnestness, seeking the 
“soul-winner’s fire.” 

This little book has an attractive 
paper cover, printed in two colors, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


9 Who set me free, 


‘will always reach him the next day 


ids, Michigan, Rev. Howard A. 


Rapture Before Tribulation 


J, 


q 


AT PEACE. 
but not 
AT EASE 


Romans 5:1 


We have “peace” with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


At peace am I 

Freed from my sin, 
power; 

Now I may look into the Face of 
God 

And sing each hour! 

He bids me cast on Him each care 

That would perplex, 

Nor fear the snares that Satan 
lays 

My soul to vex. 

I gladly grasp His gift, 

The Holy Son, 

Whose love assumed my debt, 

My ransom won. 

For there upon the cross, 
guish sore, 

He shed His blood — 

To be my Perfect Sacrifice, 

My King — My.God! 


Amos 6:1 


Woe to them that are “at ease’”’ 
in Zion! 
But not At Ease, am I 
Who now can joy, who now can 
see; 
Each hour I dedicate to Him 


its guilt, its 


in an- 


While others stagger ’neath their 
load 
Of care, of sin P 
I must arise from sloth and sleep 
These souls to win! 
I have a story now to tell 
At home — afar: 
My tongue must spread abroad 
Where’er men are — 
That God would reconciled be 
To every soul! 
I must invite them all to come 
To be made whole! 
—A,. P. N. 


(Sent by a friend of The Sword 
of the Lord.) 


EDITOR'S ENGAGEMENTS 


BY LOLA MAE BRADSHAW, Secy. 


Friends are writing about Dr. 
Rice’s future engagements, and I 
give them so others may pray for 
him and the meetings. 


It is best generally to address 
mail to Dr. Rice at Wheaton. It 


after arriving in Wheaton. 


SEPTEMBER 7-14: Bethany Re- 
formed Church, 111th Place at Per- 
ry Avenue, Chicago. Dr. Harry J. 
Hager, Pastor. 


SEPTEMBER 14-28: Lake View 
Evangelical Free Church, 3516-18 
No. Sheffield Avenue, Chicago, Rev. 
E. M. Anderson, pastor. 

OCTOBER 5-12: Young People’s 
Bible Conference, First Mennonite 
Church, Berne, Indiana, Dr. C. H. 
Suckau, pastor. 


OCTOBER 19-NOVEMBER 2: 
Berean Baptist Church, Grand Rap- 


Keithley, pastor. " 


NOVEMBER 4-23: East Park 
Baptist Church, Decatur, Illinois, 
Rev. John H. Hansen, pastor. 
NOV. 26-DEC. 14: The Peoples 
Church, Toronto, Canada, Dr. Os- 


Here are some reasons that seem 
to me absolutely conclusive that 
Christ will come for His saints 
before the Great Tribulation; that 
awful time pictured in Matthew 
24:21, and elsewhere in the Bible, 
including Revelation. 


|. The Plain Command of Jesus 
Repeated Several Times in the 
Gospels that We Should Watch 
Expectantly for Christ's Coming 
Proves that He May Come at 
Any Time 
Note the following scriptures: 

“Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord 
doth come” (Matt. 24:42). 

“Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of Man 
cometh” (Matt. 25:13). 

“Take heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time 
is” (Mark 13:33) 

“Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or 
at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning: 

“Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping.” 

“And what I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watch” (Mark 
13 :35-37). 

Certainly Jesus commanded His 
disciples and commanded us to be 


PEIGHT SCRIPTURAL REASONS WHY CHRIST MUST COME 
FOR HIS SAINTS BEFORE THE TRIBULATION 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 
him understand:) then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mown- 
tains: let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any- 
thing out of his house: neither let him which is in the field return back 
to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not 
in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: for then shall be great trib- 
ulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.’ — Matthew 24:15-21. 


watching for His coming. It would 
be dishonest for God to require us 
to be watching now for hundreds 
of years if His coming were not 
imminent, that is, if He might not 
come at any time. The plain impli- 
cation of these scriptures so under- 
stood by honest readers practically 
everywhere when they are taken 
at face value, is that we are to 
watch for Jesus because He may 
come at any moment. If it were al- 
ready a settled fact that Jesus were 
not coming at all, then Jesus could 
not in good faith command us to 
watch for His coming. What is 
the point of the parable of the ten 
virgins watching for the tarrying 
bridegroom who might come at any 
moment, and did so come? (Matt. 
25:1-13). It is that Jesus may come 
today. “Watch therefore!” What is 
the point of the parables about the 
servant watching for the master 
who might return any moment? 
(Matt. 24:42-51, Mark 13:33-37). 
The point is clear. We are to watch 
constantly since Jesus may come 
at any moment. 


But if it were a settled fact that 


He could not come now, not until 
after a certain set three and one- 
half years are past which are well- 
defined in scripture, and will be 
recognized by all, then it would be 
unreasonable for Him to require 
us to be watching for that which 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


The Dying 


While holding gospel meetings in 
the town of Albuquerque, N. M., 
we were told one morning of a man 
who was reported to us as being 
under deep conviction of sin, the 
Lord having awakened him through 
the preaching on the street. Our 
informant told us that he was one 
who never went to a church or mis- 
sion hall, as he would not have any- 
thing to do with religion or its 
advocates. But, happening to be 
out upon the streets in the eve- 
nings, he had twice listened to the 
Word as there proclaimed, and was 
now in deep distress about his soul. 
No more cheering intelligence can 
be conveyed to one whose heart is 
in the work of evangelization, than 
that God has been using the mes- 
sage to the awakening or the con- 
version of sinners; so, giving 
thanks for what we had heard, Mr. 
M. and I went over to the 
house in which the convicted man 
was living. 


We found him in deep distress. 
He was a consumptive who had 
come to Albuquerque from the In- 


| dian territory in search of a cli- 


mate where his disease would be 
more readily checked. But it was 
easy to see that his days on earth 
were fast drawing to a close. In 


wald J. Smith, pastor. 


broken accents he told us his story. 
He had been a most ungodly per- 


Gambler 


By Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 
"HE DIED FOR SINNERS, AND THAT'S ME EXACTLY" 


son, Gambling was his occupation, 
and all its attendant evils had held 


him in their snare. His had been 


“the pace that kills,” and now he 
was reaping the bitter fruits in his 
own body of a life spent in reck- 
less dissipation in the service of the 
devil. The reason why he had, al- 
though awake to his wretched 
physical condition, 
Christians who might have been 
able to help him, now came out. 
He realized that he was dying. He 
was in dread of death with the aw- 
ful judgment which he knew must 
follow. But he had long since con- 
cluded that there was no hope for 
him. He was too far gone for the 
mercy of God to be extended to 
him. His sins were crying for ven- 
geance. There was no solace to be 
expected in religious meetings, so 
he had kept away, as it only ag- 
gravated his mind to see others 
happy in the knowledge of the for- 
giveness of their sins while for him 


there was nought but the “black-~’* °. 


se 


ness of darkness’ forever. 
Through the goodness of God he 
had been led to listen to the preach- 
ing on the corner; and for the first 
time he began to realize that there 
might be mercy even for him. But 
accompanying this faint hope had 
come a deeper sense of his own 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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PAGE TWO 


With the Editor 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


conversions, both of them after 
reading the sermon by the editor 
on “The Shortest Road to Hell,” in 
the issue of August 8. One was 
from Kankakee, Illinois; and the 
man who claimed the Saviour said, 
“Enclosed please find $1.00 to send 
The Sword of the Lord to some 
shut-in who can’t afford it.” The 
other lovely letter is from Gridley, 
California, and it reads: 


' “Dear Brother Rice: 


“T have read your sermon on, 
‘The Shortest Road to Hell,’ I con- 
fess my sin of neglecting salva- 
tion, and not taking earnest heed 
to the Gospel before this. I con- 


fess myself a lost sinner and here 


and now I turn to Christ. I trust 
Him today to save me, to forgive 
my sins, to change my heart, to 
give me a home in Heaven. Begin- 
ning today I will count myself 
God’s child and will earnestly try 
to please Him all my life. I write 
to let you know, and will take my 
stand publicly for Christ soon. 


“Mrs. J D 
“Gridley, California 


“P.S. I want you to please pray 
for my husband. I hope and pray 
that he will take our Lord God 
as his Saviour soon.” 


3. 50,000 “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” being printed, Economy 
Printing Concern, Berne, Ind., is 
printing a new edition of the little 
twenty-four page booklet “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” which 
God has used to win so many sin- 
ners. It is printed on tinted paper 
in dark brown ink, with a picture 


of Paul and Silas with the Philip- 


pian jailor on the cover. We have 
printed 350,000 copies heretofore, 
100,000 since last September. This 
printing will cost us between $400 
and $500. If you want to help, you 
may. Copies of the booklet will be 
sent anywhere on request, just so 
you see that each one who takes 
a copy promises to read it. Three 
decision slips have come in within 
the last two weeks from people re- 
porting that they were saved 
through this booklet. And we have 
had between 600 and 700 conver- 
sions reported through this mes- 
sage alone, in the past. 

4. Thank God for families! Psalm 
68:6 says, “God setteth the solitary 
in families.” The family is a won- 
derful invention! For one week I 


have been at home with my loved 


ones. I have played tennis with my 
girls, have played croquet with my 
wife, have eaten plenty of home 
cooking, have had family worship 
with the whole family, have played 
with my baby, Joy—and what a 
good time I have had! These two 
weeks are a brief time of vacation, 
although I am doing some work 
every day, trying to catch up with 
my mail, preparing copy for The 
Sword of the Lord, and looking 
toward the future. Sunday, Sep- 
tember 7, I begin revivals again 
with Bethany Reformed (Church, 
Chicago. 

5. Thank God for heavy mail — 
but please be patient. The other 
day Miss Bradshaw checked ‘the 


mail and found that in one day we 


received letters from twenty-five 
states in the Union and from Scot- 
land. No spécial campaign was on, 
and the mail was not specially un- 
usual. My secretaries attend to 
book orders, to subscriptions, and 
where possible, help out otherwise 
with the mail. But in the nature of 
the case some of the letters I alone 
must answer. Please be patient 
with me. Copy must be prepared 
for The Sword of the. Lord every 
week without fail. I have letters 
of invitation for revival, letters 
asking Bible questions, pastors 
wanting churches, sick people 
wanting prayer, people wanting ad- 


‘vice about home matters, people 


wanting jobs. I do the best I can, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
April 26, 1940, at the post office 
at Wheaton, Illinois, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. 


”* 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Published Weekly at 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Subscription Price: $1.00 a year; 


3 years, $2.00 


oe ‘Canada and Foreign Countries: 


- $1.25 a year; 8 years, $3.00. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


could not possibly yet come to 
pass. 


ll. There Are Many Other Indica- 
tions in the Scripture that the 


To Be Constantly Expecting 
Christ's Coming 


First, that was certainly Paul’s 
attitude endorsed by divine revela- 
tion in I Thessalonians 4:17 when 
he said, “Then we which are alive 
and remain shall-be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air:” Paul 
expected Jesus to come in his life- 
time and the Holy Spirit puts His 
seal of approval on that expecta- 
tion by putting it into divine rev- 
elation. Second, Philippians 3:20 
says, “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” That scripture clearly 
means expectation of Christ’s im- 
minent coming. Third, Revelation 
22:20 says, “He which testifieth 
these things saith, Surely I. come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” “Behold I come quick- 
ly’ must mean that Jesus is to 
be expected soon and the inspired 
prayer of John, “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus’ must mean that John 
was eager for Him to come soon 
and that this was the proper prayer 
for a Christian, that Jesus should 
come soon. 

Fourth, I John 2:28 says; “And 
now, little children, abide in him; 
that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his com- 
ing.” The=-meaning..of this verse 
seems to be that Christians ought 
to constantly “abide” in Christ, 
that is, be continually ready for 
His coming, lest when Jesus should 
come we should be caught unex- 
pectedly, out of His will, and so, 
“be ashamed before him at his 
coming.” The only way to be sure 
that you will be unashamed and 
unembarrassed at the coming of 
Christ is to be ready all the time, 
abiding in Him constantly, so that 
whenever He shall come, you will 
be in His will and not be suddenly 
caught in some place where a 
Christian should not be, or in some 
attitude of mind, or state of life, 
where you do not want Christ’s 
coming to find you. Christians, 
then, should be constantly abiding, 
as well as constantly watching, and 
for the same reason, that Me may 
come at any moment. 

All these Scriptures would be 
meaningless and contrary to the 
facts, if we must first go through 
the tribulation before Christ could 


and I humbly urge my friends to 
keep on writing, and yet to be 
patient with me. A dear and hon- 
ored pastor felt that I was care- 
less when I did not answer his sec- 
ond letter about a proposed engage- 
ment more promptly. He is prob- 
ably right, but I have more than 
I can do; and I know my readers 
will be charitable and will pray for 


me in these burdens. Some people 
do not like The Sword of the Lord. 
Some who call themselves Chris- 
tians and who have never been of- 
fended at all that Hitler does, are 
offended by my. articles on “Chris- 
tians and Hitler.” They call me a 
“war monger.’ One anonymous let- 
ter from one who was against the 
United States government accused 
the President of paying me money 
for what I write. Some letters come 
from those greatly troubled be- 
cause of the teaching in The Sword 
of the Lord that Christians sin 
and need daily to confess their 
faults. Others are indignant be- 
cause I teach that a child of God 
has everlasting life and will never 
come into condemnation, but is 
kept by the power of God. Some 
people write me in favor of speak- 
ing in tongues, some urging me to 
keep the Jewish Sabbath, Satur- 
day. Thank God for your letters! 
Keep them coming, and I will an- 
swer them the best I can. But 
please do not forget to pray that 
God will give me strength and 
time and the Power of the Holy 
Spirit and the wisdom of God in 
these heavy burdens! | 


Proper Attitude for a Christian Is |: 
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Rapture Before Tribulation 


come and if His coming be not im- 
minent. 


Il. If Christ's Coming and the Rap- 
ture Followed the Tribulation There 
Could Be No Element of Surprise, 
: No Need of Watching 


The tribulation period is such a 
definite, well-defined period that 
any Bible student who lived in the 
tribulation time would know when 
it began, how long it would last, 
when it would end. The Scripture 
specifically tells us that the great 
tribulation will begin with the 
abomination of desolation when the 
Man of Sin will enter a temple at 
Jerusalem claiming to be God, and, 
breaking his covenant with the 
Jews, will command them to wor- 
ship him (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 
24:15, 21). It will last for one half 
of Daniel’s seventieth week of sev- 
en years (Daniel 9:27) that is, 
three and one-half years or times 
(Daniel 7:25, Revelation 12:14); 
that is 42 months (Rev. 11:2), or 
exactly 1260 days (Rev. 11:3, but 
specially Rev. 12:6). Everyone 
could know when those 1260 days 
began, everyone could know when 
they would end and all the warn- 
ings in the Bible to be watching 
would be in vain and foolish if 
Christ’s coming and the rapture 
would not be until the close of the 
tribulation. 


IV. Christ's Coming for His Saints 
Must Be Before the Great Tribula- 
tion Since "No Man Knoweth the 
Day Nor the Hour When the Son 
of Man Cometh" 

Concerning Christ’s coming, He 
Himself said in Matthew 24736, 
“But of that day and hour know- 
eth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my father only.’ No 
man can know when Jesus is com- 
ing! And then in the same pas- 
sage Jesus went on to say that His 
coming would be as unexpected 
as the flood, when “they were eat- 
ing and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day 
that N gah entered into the ark, 
and knew not, until the flood came 
and took them all away: so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man 
be.” (Matt. 24:38, 39). The people 
of Noah’s day did not know UN- 
TIL THE DAY of the flood, not un- 
til the rain itself actually began 
and the door of the ark was al- 
ready shut did the people know, 
and so will it be when Jesus comes 
No man knows, nor can know when 
Jesus is coming. 


This same teaching is repeated 
by the Saviour in Mark 13:32 
where He says, “But of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heav- 
en, neither the Son.’ Even Jesus 
Himself did not know when He 
would return! Now that He is in 
Heaven and has assumed again in 
glory that He had with the Fa- 
ther, no doubt He does know. But 
He did not know on earth, nor can 
any other man on earth know. In 
the following verses Jesus plainly 
warns again, “Take ye heed, watch 
and pray, for ye know not when 
the time is.” Then in verse 25 he 
Says again, “Watch ye therefore; 
for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh.” 


Now if Christ must come and the 
rapture take place only AFTER 
a great tribulation, then everybody 
could know when the rapture 
would take place. When the Man 
of Sin appears, and enters into the 
temple as God, committing the 
abomination of desolation, as fore- 
told by the prophet Daniel, men- 
tioned above, then every person 
with a casual acquaintance with 
the Bible will know that the great 
tribulation has begun. He will 
know that there will be 1260 days 
till Christ will return with saints 
and angels to destroy the Man of 
Sin and reign on the earth. Not 
only that, but there is a regular 
order of events which is made fair- 
ly clear in the book of Revelation, 
certain plagues, the gathering of 
armies, the fall of Rome, the final 
assemblage in Palestine of the ar- 
my of two hundred million. I say, 
if the coming of Christ for His 
saints must come after the trib- 
ulation, then everyone should know 


|when it would occur. But no, no 


one knows, or can know until the 
very day and hour when Jesus 
comes. ‘Therefore it must come be- 
fore these carefully ordered and 
scheduled events in the great trib- 


ulation time. The only way that the 
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coming of Christ can be indefinite 
is that it shall be imminent, that is 
that He may come at any moment. 
So the rapture cannot be after the 
tribulation, or even in the midst of 
it. Not a single known event is re- 
quired to come before the coming 
of the Saviour and the rapture. of 
His saints, so it must be before 
the tribulation. 


V. The Rapture Is Pictured in Rev- 
elation 4:1 and 2, Clearly Before 
the Great Tribulation 


Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, pic- 
ture the church age. After the third 
chapter of Revelation there is no 
mention whatever of the church. 
The message to the Laodicean 
church is evidently a warning for 
the very last days of the church 
age. Then this is followed immedi- 


Lately by Revelation 4:1 and 2 which 


seems to picture the rapture. 

Look first at I Thessalonians 4: 
16 and 17 and then Revelation 4:1 
and see if they are not both speak- 
ing of the same thing: 
“For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: : 
“Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:16, 
17). 
“After this I looked, and be- 
hold a door was opened in 
heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were 
of a trumpet talking with me; 
which'said; Come up hither.... 
(Revelation 4:1). facie yoo 
‘Revelation 4:1 seems to speak of 
the rapture, and all the more since 
this immediately follows the last 
mention of the churches or church. 

At the close of the tribulation 
time in Revelation, chapter 19, 
there is not any mention of the rap- 
ture or church. There is no in- 
terval allowed for the judgment 
seat of Christ when Christians’ 
works will be tried by fire. If in 
the book -of Revelation the time 
for the rapture, the catching away 
of the saved to meet Christ in the 
air, is placed at all by the Scrip- 
ture it is placed in Revelation 4:1 
and 2, before the tribulation time. 


VI. Twenty-Four Elders with Physical 


{Bodies Are Pictured in Heaven 


Before the Tribulation 


Read carefully Revelation 4, 
verses 4 and 10: 

(4) “And round about the 
throne were four and twenty 
seats: and upon the seats I 
saw four and twenty elders sit- 
ting, clothed in white raiment; 
and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold.’ 

(10) “The four and twenty 
elders fall down before him 
that sat on the throne, and 
worship him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne....” 
Notice these twenty-four elders 


literal seats, they had white clothes 
and on literal heads. they had 
crowns of gold. Then these 24 eld- 
ers were seen to fall down before 
Christ on the thfone, praising 
Christ and throwing their crowns 
before Him. 

This is a picture that can only 
properly follow the resurrection at 
the rapture of the saints. After 
the rapture Christ will say to one, 
“Have thou authority over ten cit- 
ies” and to another “Be thou -also 
over five cities.” (Luke 19:15-19). 
These rewards will be announced 
at the judgment seat of Christ af- 
ter the rapture. How fitting then, 
that these twenty-four elders with 
crowns signifying that these are to 
reign with Christ on the earth 
(Rev. 5:10) should be pictured in 
Heaven in physical bodies and this 
immediately after Revelation 4:1 
and 2 which pictures the rapture. 
And all this is before the great 
tribulation which is pictured later 
in the book of Revelation, particu- 
larly in chapters 11 to 19 inclusive. 


Vil. Il Thessalonians 2:1 to 8 Seems 
Clearly to Teach that the Holy. 
~ Spirit Dwelling in Saved People 
‘ Prevents the Appearance of 
the Man of Sin and the 
Tribulation 


II Thess 2:7, 8 say, “....he who 
now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way. And then 


Shall that Wicked be revealed 


in Heaven were seen sitting upon 


we 

whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his 
coming.” I have never found any 
satisfactory explanation of this 
scripture except that the Holy Spir- 
it restrains the wickedness develop- 
ing on every hand so that the Man 
of Sin cannot be revealed until the 
Holy Spirit (in the sense of His 
working through the church) is 
taken out at the rapture. And then, 
after the rapture, the Man of Sin 
will be revealed and the tribulation 
will take place. 


It is important to notice that in 
that passage, verses 1 to 8, the 
Lord makes clear distinction be- 
tween the “day of Christ,” when 
He returns in glory to reign on 
the earth and the “coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our gather- 
ing together unto him.” The re- 
turn of Christ to reign cannot come 
until after the Man of Sin, but 
Christ’s coming into the air for 
the gathering of his saints is to 
be before the Man of Sin. Such 
seems to be the clear teaching of 
this scripture and it fits exactly 
with all which the rest of the Bible 
has to. say on the same subject. 


Vill. There Is No Evident Connec- 
tion in Scripture Between the Last 
Trump of Revelation 15:52, "The 

Trump of God" in | Thess. 4:16 


With the So-Called "Seventh" 
Trumpet of Revelation 


The. only argument for the 
church going through the tribula- 
tion on earth before Christ comes 
which ever impressed me was the 
argument that the resurrection of 
the Christian dead and the rapture 
of the saints would take place at 
the: sound of the last trumpet, 
which I was told was the one which 
is mentioned as sounding in Rev- 
elation 11:15, in the tribulation 
time. However, further study 
shows that Revelation 11:15 and 
I Corinthians 15:52 are not talking 
about the same thing at all. 


First, when Paul spoke of the 
resurrection and rapture “at the 
last trump” in I Cor. 15:52, the 
book of Revelation was not written 
and it would be foolish to suppose 
that Paul referred to a trumpet 
sounding, which would be one of 
seven which had never yet been 
mentioned in the Bible, and when, 
if that were the case, I Corinthians 
could not be understood until Rev- 
elation was written many, many 
years later. There is not a case 
in the Bible of language being used 
which could not be understood till 
some later revelation should be 
made. 

Second, the resurrection “at the 
last trump’”’ certainly meant the 
last trump in the sense of a final 
trumpet call to assemble the hosts 
of God based on the customary 
scriptural use and meaning of the 
trumpet and not on a beautiful fig- 
ure of speech which God would use 
far later about an entirely different 
matter. The church is “ekklesia,” 
a called out assembly. God has 
called His own to salvation, has 
called together His warriors in the 
past, has called together groups 
and congregations of Christians 
around the world and down through 
the ages. But one day He will call 
the last great assembly and all the 
people of God will assemble to “the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an in- 


the general assembly and church 
of the first born, which are written 
in heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, And to Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that 
of Abel.” (Hebrews 12:22-24). And 
that will be the last great assem- 
bly for then, “so shall we ever be 


will never leave Him. That will be 
the last trump in the sense of a 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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call. to the people of God to as- 
semble. 

Actually the Bible does not speak 
of “the last trumpet” in Revelation 
nor even of “the seventh trump- 
et.” Rather it is “the seventh an- 
gel’ and not the seventh trumpet. 
And the seven angels in Revelation 
are announcing the judgments of 
God on the earth, “hail and fire 
mingled with blood,” etc., on the 
wicked earth. There is no connec- 
tion between the trump of I Cor. 
15:52 assembling the saints of 
God in~ heaven and the trumpet 
judgments of Revelation which 
were not revealed till many years 
afterwards. They are not the same 
kind of trumpets, and the figura- 
tive use of the trumpet to announce 
God’s judgments in Revelation had 
not been revealed and could not be 
expected to be in Paul’s mind when 


he wrote I Corinthians 15:52 nor} 


in the mind of any reader who 
read it. 


Why It Is Important that Christ's 
Coming Is Before the Great 
Tribulation 


At first glance the readér may 
think that it does. not matter 
whether Jesus will come before the 
great tribulation, or whether we 
must go on through the tribula- 
tion period, and then expect the 
Saviour to appear. But it does mat- 
ter, as I will show you. 


First, if one does not expect Je- 


sus now, at any moment, then he 


will not be watching for Christ’s 
coming. It is a command, many 
times repeated in the Bible, that we 
are to watch, looking for Jesus. 
Every Christian should feel “my 
citizenship is in Heaven.” At any 
moment my Saviour, my Bride- 
groom may come to take me away. 
So I must not be absorbed in the 
things of this life. I must be look- 
ing for Jesus!” Certainly a young 
lady will think more of her beloved, 
her sweetheart, if she has planned 
to marry him just as soon as he 
can return from a far journey, and 
if she looks for him day and night, 
eagerly awaiting and longing for 
his coming. And that is the atti- 
tude that Christ has commanded 
His people to have. 


But if Christ cannot come until 
after the tribulation, then people 
will be looking more for the Anti- 
Christ. If all these plagues and 
troubles must come, and Christians 
may not see their Saviour until 
after the tribulation has run its 
full course, then it is natural for 
people to feel there is no use look- 
ing constantly for Jesus, if he can- 
not come at present. God does not 
want us absorbed in the newspa- 
pers more than in the Bible, nor 
thinking more about the AntiChrist 


Rapture Before Tribulation 


than about the Christ. Some Chris- 
tians are more interested in the 
mark of the beast, and the number 
666, and in whether the AntiChrist 
will be a Jew and whether Babylon 
will be literally rebuilt, than they 
are in getting souls saved and 
ready for Jesus to come. We should 
be thinking more about Christ’s 
coming than about the great trib- 
ulation. 


Second, there is a certain blessed 
result in the Christian life that 
cannot come except by constant 
watching for Jesus. “Every man 
that hath this hope in him puri- 
fieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
(I John 3:3), The hope of Christ’s 
imminent coming leads people to 
watch constantly and make them- 
selves pure. This is expressed again 
in Titus 2:12 and 13 which says: 


“Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this pres- 
ent world; 

“Looking for that . blessed 
hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ;”’ 


There is a clear connection here 
between. living soberly and right- 
eously and godly while “looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious 


appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” And the 
same thing is expressed in I John 
2:23. We are to be abiding in 
Christ all the time so we will not 
be ashamed before Him at His 
coming: If we constantly look for 
Jesus to come at any moment we 
will live purer lives and happier 
lives, with the attitude of mind 
Jesus clearly commands for all 
Christians. 


And third, those who really ex- 
pect Jesus to come any moment 
are more likely to be winning souls. 
In II Peter 3:9 the Lord explains 
why He has delayed His coming. 
“The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to 
usward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. Christ’s coming does 
not wait on the great tribulation; 
it- waits on soul-winning! And we 
who are led by the spirit of Christ 
in this matter must be earnestly 
at work, knowing that our time is 
short. Jesus may come at any mo- 
ment, and all our opportunities for 
soul-winning will be gone. Jesus 
may come at any moment, and 
those we love, if unsaved, will be 
left behind. We will not have three 
and a half awful years of tribula- 
tion in which to plead with our 
loved ones. We will be taken away 
before that time. Therefore we 


must win souls while we can. 


Bible Questions 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


that God is willing to save anybody 
in the world, and longs to do so. 
But since we are men, human 
beings, and not animals, God cre- 
ated in us a free will, a mind, a 
soul. We became living souls. 
Would you rather be a piece of ma- 
chinery without a mind of your 
own, without choice, without will, 


* and go to Heaven, or would you 


rather be a person, with a mind 
and conscience and will of your 
own? Those who go to Hell do not 
need to blame God. They ought 
not to go and they could be saved 
if they want to be. We may safely 
say that God does not predestinate 
anybody to be lost. Those who are 
lost are lost because they will not 
turn to Christ, will not repent of 
their sins and be saved. We do not 
have to understand all about it. 
We can simply trust in the loving 
Christ who died to save sinners and 
who will not let anybody go to Hell 
except those who ought to go and 
will not accept the free gift of 
salvation. 

Question II. “If any one religion 
has existed intact practically from 
the time of Christ, it is the Cath- 
olic church, later designated as the 
Roman Catholic Church. What oth- 
er religious group that calls itself 
Christian can trace its history back 
as far? And did not Christ Him- 
self say that the gates of Hell 
should not prevail against His 
church? Have any Protestant 
groups existed without a serious 
break since the time of our Lord’s 
human ministry? And if not, then 
how do we know them to be mem- 


’ 


<= 


bers of the true and original church 
of Christ?” 

Answer: The mistake of our 
Catholic friends in this matter is 


‘|that they regard the church of 


Christ as a,human organization. It 
is not. Not in any sense is the Rom- 
an Catholic church a true church. 
The word church does not mean a 
denomination. It simply means in 
the Greek “a called out assembly.” 
In the Bible the word church is 
used of a local congregation of 
people sometimes, but in the gen- 
eral sense it referred to that great 
congregation who will assemble in 
Heaven, all those who are born 
again and whose names are now 
written down in Heaven. See He- 
brews 12:22. The truth is that I 
fear a great majority of Catholic 
leaders down through the centuries, 
have never been in the church and 
bride of Christ at all, that is, have 
never been saved and have never 
had their names written in Heaven, 
and that they will not be in the 
group called out at the rapture. 


No, the church of Christ which 
is His body and bride, is a spiritual 
body. Those who are saved are then 
made a part of that spiritual body. 


the church at salvation..All who 
are born again are made a part of 
this body by the Holy Spirit (Read 
I Cor. 12:13). The Bible never re- 
fers to a human denomination when 
it says, “the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 
No, the gates of Hell shall not pre- 
vail against that spiritual body 
which includes all the saved peo- 
ple. That is, Satan will never get 


one single soul that has been born 


So everyone who is saved, enters | 


The Dying Gambler 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


iniquity, so that he was tossed 
about between hope and despair. 
We read the word of God and con- 
versed with him, but he was quite 
gloomy, though he said, “I’m pray- 
ing; and I’ve made up my mind 
that if I have to go to hell, I'll go 
praying.’ Earnestly we sought to 
impress upon his mind that salva- 
tion was God’s free gift, offered 
“without money and without price” 
to all who confessed their sins, and 
who, as guilty, lost men and wom- 
en, were ready to receive it for 
nothing. He did not seem to grasp 
it, but frequently remarked, “I 
won’t give up praying.” 

It is hard for man to realize the 
perfect freedom of the offer made 
by the God of all grace to needy 
sinners. It is neither by prayer nor 
by works of human righteousness 
that salvation is obtained, The be- 
lieving sinner, saved by grace di- 
vine, gladly owns: 

“Could my zeal no languor know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 
These for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou 

alone.” 
Jesus it was who did all the doing; 
there remains nothing for the re- 
pentant sinner but the taking. 

But the very freedom of it all 
seemed to stumble the poor dying 
gambler. He promised to be out to 
the meeting, however; and so, after 
praying that he might be led to 
see the perfection of the finished 
work of Christ, we left him. 


In accordance with his promise 
he was present at night. He seemed 
to listen eagerly, but with a look of 
bewilderment that implied inward 
anxiety and confusion of mind. Up- 
on the conclusion of the meeting 
we handed him several gospel book- 
lets, which he promised to read. 


The following evening he came to 
the hall, and it was easy to see 
that some great change had taken 
place. After the preaching he spoke 
to Mr. M and brokenly told 
what had that day transpired. His 
voice was so weakened by the in- 
roads of disease that he could only 
speak in short whispers. He said, 
“This afternoon— I lay on the bed 
—I took the tracts and tried to 
read.— My aunt came in—I asked 
her to read them to me.—Every 
time she came to a verse from the 
Bible— I said, ‘Look it up.’—She 
said, “Taint necessary.’—I said, ‘It 
is.—I can’t afford to make any mis- 
take—I must be sure.’ She got a 
Bible and looked them up—They 
were all just the same.—At last I 
saw it—I said, ‘That’s it—Christ 
died for sinners—that’s me exactly. 
—He shed His blood for sinners— 
He saves all who trust Him—I 
can trust Him now—He died for 
sinners— that’s me.’ —I felt hap- 
py then—I knew it was all right— 
I know He won’t cast me out.” 


Together we rejoiced that thus 


he had been led to rest upon Him 
whose blood cleanses from all sin. 


took place. When we went to see 
him the next day, we found that 
physically he had failed to an 
amazing degree. He could no longer 
go about. It seemed that strength 
had been given him to get out 
where he might hear the gospel, 
and then he was bereft of it all. 
Mr. S , a fellow-laborer, had 
been to.see him in the morning 
and had apprised me of the change; 
but, although expecting “Mto see a 
great difference, I was not prepared 
for what I féund when together 
we called on him in the afternoon. 
He was so weak that he could bare- 
ly make himself understood. Satan 
had been troubling him with doubts. 
We gave him God’s own words, 
and the doubts were dissipated. He 
seemed to receive as a child every 
statement from the Scriptures as 
indeed the word of Him who cannot 
lie, | 

Three days later he passed away. 
Just before the end came he looked 
up and asked, “Do you hear it? I 
hear them singing. Jesus died for 
sinners. He died for me.” And so 
the redeemed gambler had gone 


again and so placed in that body 
of Christ which will be caught out 
at the rapture. 


But the actual fact, the Roman 
Catholie’Church did not originate 
in the time of Christ at all. The 
worship, the doctrine, the organiza- 
tion, the policies of Roman Cathol- 
icism are as far from New Testa- 
ment Christianity as light is from 
darkness, They do not teach peo- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


And now a remarkable change | 


PAGE THREE 


HOW YOU 
CAN HELP US 


BY THE EDITOR 


We feel that readers of The 
Sword of the Lord are usually 
Christians, that they are interested 
in the Lord’s work, and that we can 
appeal to them as our brothers 
and sisters in Christ who want to 
help us in every way possible. As 
editor of The Sword of the Lord, 
I carry on this unusually heavy 
work as an extra burden besides 
my revival preaching. I have never 
received a penny of income from 
The Sword of the Lord, have spent 
several thousand dollars carefully 
saved out of my moderate income 
from preaching the gospel, and ev- 
ery month now I take care of a 
little over $100 worth of expenses 
of The Sword of the Lord office. 
In view of the way the work is car- 
ried on out of earnest and self-sac- 
rificing love for Christ, I feel that I 
have a right to call on the readers 
of The Sword of the Lord to co- 
operate with me in this blessed 
work for Jesus’ sake, and I know 
that most of you will be glad to 
do so. Since you get The Sword of 
the Lord at less than the actual 
costs to publish it, and since many 
of you, we know, get great spiritual 
blessings from it, I hope you will 
feel a responsibility to help. I make 
the following suggestions: 


1. Please watch carefully about 
the expiration of your subscription. 
If we have to write and remind 
you that your subscription has ex- 
pired, it costs time and labor and 
money. On your paper or wrapper 
with the address is always the date 
of your expiration. For instance, 
Sept. 41 following your. name, 
means that your subscription ex- 
pires this month, September, 1941. 
Jan 42 means that your subscrip- 
tion will expire next January. 
Please renew a little ahead of 
time, so you will not miss an is- 
sue, and your subscription can be 
marked up, and so we will not have 
to write you reminding you to re- 
new. The money thus spent is the 
Lord’s and ought to be used in get- 
ting new subscribers and getting 
the gospel out otherwise. 


2. We suggest that wherever pos- 
sible you renew for three years at 
a time. Our special price of three 
years for $2.00 means more saving 
than you could get with any pre- 
miums you might get subscribing 
one year at a time. Besides, the 
extra expense of subscription cam- 
paigns and the premiums is a 
heavy burden and you can save 
us much of the toil and expense by 
renewing for three years at a time, 
and let us spend our special efforts, 
as far as possible to enlist new 
readers and win souls. Since we are 
giving so liberally of time and mon- 
ey, so that it sometimes amounts 
to a real burden, we beg you not 
to take advantage of us but to co- 
operate and do not wait for some 
special subscription campaign or 
the offer of some special premium. 

3. When you move, please send 
us your change of address immedi- 
ately, or a little ahead of time if 
possible. Every day the post office 
notifies us of changes of address- 
es, with cards that cost us 2c a 


into the presence of Him who de- 
lights to show mercy to the vilest. 

To the unsaved reader we would 
address a word in closing this brief 
account. Whether a sinner of the 
deepest dye, crushed beneath the 
weight of the iniquities of a life- 
time spent in high-handed rebel- 
lion against the God who created 
you, and who though you have nei- 
ther known nor acknowledged Him, 
has yet been your preserver 
through all your devious paths; or 
whether you may be generally ac- 
counted moral and religious, but 
are still guilty of that greatest of 
all sins — the rejection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ— “unto you is the 
word of this salvation sent.” For 
you God’s blessed Son died upon 
the cross, having borne the judg- 
ment due to sin; and now, through 
the work He there accomplished, 
you, like the poor gambler, may be 
“justified from all things” and pre- 
pared to enjoy. an eternity of bliss 
in His own presence. 


Christ received, means eternal 
joy; Christ rejected, means eternal 


misery. 

(From the small book ‘‘Only Two 
Religions” by Dr. Ironside, pub- 
lished by Loizeaux Brothers, 19 


‘West 2ist St., New York, with 


grateful acknowledgment.) 


piece, amounting to many dollars 
in a year. You could save us that 
trouble and expense, and save your- 
self missing some copies of The 
Sword of the Lord. Often the post 
office notifies us, “Moved—left no 
address,” and so a subscriber loses 
the rest of his subscription by his 
own carelessness. Notify us of 
change of address as soon as pos- 
sible. 


4. Help us get subscriptions. 
Show your paper to others, urge 
others to subscribe. Sometimes you 
should subscribe for others your- 
self. We suggest particularly a 
need to subscribe for missionaries, 
soldiers, prisoners, shut-ins and 
people in T.B. sanitariums. All 
these read The Sword of the Lord 
most gladly, having time to read, 
and with few opportunities for en- 
tertainment. And when you sub- 
scribe for others please tell your 
friends that you are subscribing for 
them and they will look forward to 
the paper as a gift and a real 
blessing. 


5. Write to us frankly. We love 
you, pray daily for all the host 
of readers. We want to win your 
loved ones. We will want to helm 
you in your problems. Be patient 
with us. We want your suggestions 
about how the paper can be a 
greater blessing, what messages 
you like best. Feel free to criticize, 
but do it in the spirit of Christ 
with tolerant, open-hearted willing- 
ness to be taught and with Chris- 
tian love, 

6. Pray for us! Perhaps you have 
no idea of the strain under which 
this unworthy editor labors, writ- 
ing and planning in the midst of 
revival campaigns, often with more 
mail than I can promptly attend 
to, supervising several workers, 
and vetting out hundreds of thou- 
sands of books and pamphlets. Pray 
that our messages may win souls, 
that we may have wisdom from 
God. Pray that we may get many 
new subscribers so that thousands 
of others may be blessed and hun- 
dreds of others may be saved, as 
have others in the past through the 
ministry of The Sword of the Lord 
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and books and pamphlets by the 


editor. 3 
Thank you, Fellow-worker, for 
your cooperation! | 
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IS IT RIGHT? 


Is it right to build churches to 
Save men, and at the same time 
license shops that destroy men? 

Is it right to license a man to 
sell that which will make a man 
drunk, and then punish the man 
for being drunk? ., 

Is it right to license a man to 
make paupers, and then to tax 
sober men to take care of them? 

Is it right to license a saloon 
to teach vice and then to tax peo- 
ple for schools to teach virtue? 

Is it right to derive a revenue 
out of a traffic which no decent 
man defends? | 

Is it right to teach your boy to 


be honest, and then vote to license 


a place where he may be taught 
to gamble?.- - | 


Is it right to preach justice and_.. 
charity, and then vote to licefise a : 


thing which robs the widows and 
orphans of their bread? ; 


— Selected. 
SS 9 en 


Alcohol and Divorce 


Divorces reached an all-time high 
during 1939, which was the 5th 
year of the repeal of the LHight- 
eenth Amendment. Divorce court 
records prove that a large per- 
centage of marriages that go on 
the rocks are wrecked because of 
drink on the part of the husband 
or wife, or both. Sociologists claim 
that widespread drinking since’ re- 
peal has brought an alarming in- 
crease in the number of divorces. 

—Watchman-Examiner 
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Bible Questions 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


ple to be saved by faith in Christ, 
they pray to Mary though the Bi- 
ble forbids anything of the kind, 
they have built up a worldly, wick- 
ed human organization which takes 
the glory which belongs to Christ 
and leads people to trust in a hu- 
man organization instead of in the 
blood of Jesus Christ shed for sin- 
ners. 

Question III. “How do you ex- 
plain the apparent contradiction in 
the two following passages of 
Scripture (a) ‘Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved’ (Rom. 10:13), and (b) ‘Not 
everyone that says unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven: but he that doeth 
the will of my Father whick is in 
Heaven.’ ” 

Answer: To the second Scripture 
(b) quoted above, let me add the 
following verses, and then it will 
be easy to explain the seeming dis- 
crepancy. Matthew 7:22, 23 say, 
“Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity.” 

In Romans 10:13 we are told 


Annual Banquet 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


a fine undenominational, funda- 
mental church, of which Rev. Evan 
D, Welsh is pastor. 

We asked, Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
greatly used pastor of Moody Me- 
morial Church in Chicago, whose 
messages have often blessed the 
readers of The Sword of the Lord, 
to-be our guest speaker. Here is 
Dr. Ironside’s telegram of accep- 
tance from Pennsylvania where he 
is in a Bible conference: 
 $TROUDSBURG PENN AUG 30 
REV JOHN RICE 
SEPTEMBER TWENTY SEVEN 
IS OPEN SO WILL GLADLY 
SPEAK AT YOUR BANQUET IF 
DESIRED. PLEASE CONFIRM 
BY NOTIFYING MY SECRE- 


TARY 
H A IRONSIDE 


What a privilege it will be to 
have this great soul winning pas- 
tor, recently described by Dr. Lock- 


- yer of England as “America’s fore- 


most Bible teacher” as our speaker. 

The editor will tell of souls saved 
and lives changed by The Sword of 
the Lord, and will show interesting 
letters. There will be testimonies of 
readers who will have driven from 
far and near. All The Sword of 
the Lord workers will be present, 
God: willing, and we think a num- 
ber of our printers. Besides . the 
program and fellowship, there will 
be.a splendid meal, choruses, and 
other features that will be an- 
nounced just as soon as the pro- 
gram is completed. 

The tickets to the banquet will 
be $1.00. According to present 
plans, we have room for only a lit- 
tle more than three hundred peo- 
ple, and you must reserve plates 
ahead of time. Please buy tickets 
ahead of time to keep from being 
disappointed. 

Hurry friends, and tell us that 
you are coming, and let us pray 
for such an anointing of the Holy 
Spirit as will send us out to win 
many souls. 

Order your tickets from: 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

512 West Franklin Street — 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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**Soul-Winner’s Fire’”’ 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


with a picture of an evangelistic 
service with a preacher pleading in 
the pulpit, with sinners kneeling at 
the altar with Christian workers, 
and with others holding their hands 
for prayer. And over the pulpit is 
a flame of fire, symbolizing the 
power of the Holy Spirit, which is 
essential equipment of a soul win- 
ner. 

The price is remarkably low. Al- 
though there are 128 pages, size 
6% x 4% inches, the book sells for 
20c a copy, or 6 copies for $1.00. 

By all means order $1.00 worth. 
You will want them for your 
friends, your pastor, Sunday School 
teachers, and others who ought to 
win souls. Order from The Sword 


© of the Lord Publishers, 512 West - 
ay Franklin: 


St.,. Wheaton, Illinois. 


that whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. 
And the next verse tells us that 
one cannot call upon the Lord in 
this sense without trusting Him or 
believing in Him in the heart. Con- 
sider carefully Matthew 7: 21-23 
and you will see that Jesus is say- 
ing those who come and tell all the 
good things they have done, in 
prophesying, in casting out devils 
and many othér wonderful works, 
and hope to be saved because of 
that, will be cast out. It is not those 
who say, “Lord, Lord,” but those 
who do the will of the Father about 
how-to be saved. And the will of 
the Father is that they should trust 
Jesus Christ for salvation, depend- 
ing on His atoning sacrifice made 
on the cross, instead of depending 
on their good works. 


John 6:28 and 29 makes this 
plain. It says: 

“Then said they unto him, 
What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God? 

“Jesus answered and said 
unto them, This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent.” 


So you see that those who say, 
“Lord, Lord,” bragging on their 
good deeds, are not calling on the 
Lord for salvation, but are expect- 
ing to géet in on the basis of their 
good works. Really in their hearts 
they are still not born again, are 
wicked sinners and Jesus will say 
to them, “I never knew you: de- 


Sa at ee ae Ce ee 
Te ee 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


peels from me, ye that work iniq- 
uity.’ 

Be sure to read the passages 
carefully and you will understand 
this explanation, I am sure. 


Question IV. “Ephesians 5:5 
says, ‘For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idola- 
ter, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God.” 
Suppose a Christian, a born again 
person, should commit such a sin 
as adultery or idolatry, and die 
suddenly without a chance to con- 
fess the sin to God and show re- 
pentance, then the Christian would 
not be fit to enter Heaven im- 
mediately after death since he was 
not clean morally at the time of 
his death. This is where my friend 
claims, the need for purgatory 
comes in. The Christian was not 
lost hopelessly so he wouldn’t de- 
serve Hell and yet he was not 
good enough at time of his death 
to go to Heaven immediately. So 
what about purgatory? 


Answer: The Bible so clearly 
teaches that one goes immediately 
to Heaven if he is saved, and im- 
mediately to the place of torment if 
he is lost, that all such argument 
is foolish. To the dying thief, Jesus 
said, “Today shalt thou be with me 
in paradise” (Luke 23:43). The 
beggar, Lazarus, was carried by 
the angels to Abraham’ Ss bosom 
immediately, and the rich man who 
died went to Hell immediately, as 


described by Jesus in Luke 16:19- 
31. Such a place as purgatory is 
not even mentioned in the Bible. 
It is the invention of Catholic 
priests, without a line of Scripture 
to back it up. 

Also, the doctrine of purgatory 
which Catholics teach, is necessar- 
ily a part of their plan of salvation 
by the church or salvation by 
works. If one is saved by grace, 
a free gift of God, then there is 
no place for purgatory. Jesus said, 
“He that believeth on me hath ev- 
erlasting life’ (John 6:47). If one 
who trusts Christ, then, immedi- 
ately has everlasting life, and can- 
not come into condemnation (John 
3:18, John 5:24), then there is no 
room for purgatory. 


Please read in this connection I 
Corinthians 6:9-11 which says, , 


“Know ye not that the un- 
righteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not de- 
ceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idaloters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, 

“Nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor . drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

“And such were some of 
you: but ye are washed, but 
ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God,” 

Here we see that “adulterers, 
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drunkards, murderers cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of God, it is true. 
“But such were some of you: but 
ye are washed,” says this Scrip- 
ture. Those who were guilty of 
many sins, now have those sins 
all forgiven and charged to Jesus 
Christ. The sins of one who is born 
again are all charged to Jesus and 
are already paid. That is what Ro- 
mans 4:6-8 means when it says, 


“Even as David also describ- 
eth the biessedness of the man, 
unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, 
“Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. | 
“Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin.” 
A child of God does not have 
sins imputed to him. His sins are 
forgiven and covered, and the Lord 
will not impute his sin to a saved 
man. | 

Though a saved person may be 
chastised by the Lord for his sins, 
and can never get by with them, 
yet in the heavenly record he is 
justified and is credited with the 
righteousness of Christ. So when a — 
child of God dies, he is carried 
immediately to. Heaven and needs 
no. purgatory. 

In God’s sight, to be spiritually 
clean simply means to be saved. 


|To be spiritually unclean simply 


means to be lost, with all of the 
filth and guilt of sin charged 
against the sinner’s soul. 
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